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Egregio sig. Prefetto

I am deeply concerned about the information I have received regarding the eviction on 11.11.2009 of 400 members of the Roma community living in the Via Centocelle camp in the east of Rome. I am particularly concerned by the fact that the Roma community was not notified or consulted about the eviction. Under domestic law, the authorities should notify each individual, or publish an order or notice, but because this procedure was not followed the community could not challenge it through the courts, and stop or postpone the eviction. 

It is also of great concern to me that the municipality has offered short-term shelter to only some of the Roma women and small children and that the majority of those evicted have occupied an abandoned factory, which they could be removed from at any time, meaning they would face living in harsh conditions at another makeshift camp or may be even forced to live out in the open. I am particularly concerned because the eviction will seriously disrupt the schooling and education of the 40 Roma children from the camp who attend nearby schools.  
I would like to urge the authorities to ensure that all the families who were forcibly evicted are provided with adequate alternative accommodation as a matter of urgency, as well as compensation for all possessions they lost when they were forcibly evicted.

I would also like to bring it to your attention that forced evictions, carried out without legal and other protections, are prohibited under international law as a gross violation of a range of human rights, in particular the right to adequate housing. 

Yours respectfully, 
